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HI EVERYONE

Spring is early so we should get a few extra weeks of cruisingj
this year. My problem was not getting the Impala and Pick
up ready, it was the license renewal but | should be on the
streets by the time you read this. So check out the newslettdf
or the GSC web site and plan to be part of the events of th
summer.

ANOKA SATURDAY NIGHT CRUISE (May 22)

Anoka Saturday night cruising is just that. The blocks Ol
streets west and north of the county court house plus
parking lot are blocked off for parking. Our car club has
volunteered to help with parking and security at the gates
GSC will get a special place to park our cars. There is music
street vendors and other eating establishments within walking
distance on Jackson and Main. There can be 400 to 600 carf
depending on weather. This was my town and where | did|
most of my cruising in my youth. We went from the A&W on
the east side of town to Mr. Bigs drive-in on the west side o
town. It is always a good time. Come and join us. For more
information call Harley Hansen (763-413-1202) Pete
Severson (763-780-9167) or Denny West (763-420-448) i
you are planning to come as we could use 7-10 people to
help Harley & Pete on this Saturday event.

ALL GM SHOW (Sunday, June 6)

This is one of the main club fundraisers of the summer. | anj
inviting all members to come outand enjoy the day. You will
see the best of all of GM vehicles past and present. Wegj|
could use your help with parking and vote counting (back to
by hand). If you only have an hour or two, we would be
happy to see you and appreciate your time. Call Harley
Hansen, 763-413-1202 or me (Denny) at 763-420-4484.

- PAN

If any of you are going to a car show, week night, or Friday

Saturday night cruise-in, and would like to lead so other club
members could tag along, post on the GSC web site by ema
to webmaster or call Don Rohweder at 651-636-2506. Give
Don the details where and when the cruise will originate
from. If you just want to tag along, check out the web site
weekly to see where other GSC members are cruising to.

A&W (Thursday, June 17)

Remember the club tradition--A&W on Rice Street!! Maybe
a cruise from New Brighton??? Meet at the church @ 4PN
leave by 4:15 and be at A&W by 5:00 PM. We need someone
to lead this cruise. Call Don Rohweder or e-mail webmaster|
@ GSC web site. Look for more in the June newsletter.

CULVERS @ FOREST LAKE

First Culvers night is Thursday, May 13. Since there is not g
formal meeting until the fall, if you want anything brought to
the attention of the board, bring it to Forest Lake.

IOm looking forward to seeing you with or without your
classic at GM show, ANOKA CRUISE or any other cruis¢
night this summer. Be sure to Pnd me as | am eager hear aiy
ideas you may have for GSC.

DRIVE SAFELYNENJOY YOUR SUMMER CRUISING.

Denny

MINUTES OF THE GOPHER STATE CHEVYS APRIL 15, 2010
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

The regular meeting of Gopher State Chevys Club was callefl
to order by President Denny West at 7:03 PM. !7 board
members and 6 other members were in attendance. ! The
Secretary's and Treasurer's reports were read and approved.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Vice-President/Car Shows

All GM - Harley reported that a meeting will be coming up
soon. Notice of the June 6th show is in the Line Chaser. He
needs helpers on June 5th at 9 AM to set up tents. He alsp
requested help to take tents down after show and help clean
the area. Each club is responsible to clean their own area bu
there are some common areas to clean. Harley handed ou
RByers for the show to be distributed before the show. Ther
was discussion about paying extra for spouses who dont




4 enter the gate with the car. Tell gate attendants you are\
coming to count ballots or notify spouse to meet you at the
gate to enter without extra fees.

The MSRA spring meeting is Sat. April 17th and Ryers will bg
distributed there. Doors open at 5 PM for this event.

Thursday, May 13th is the brst Culvers show at 5:30 in Fore
Lake. Natice is in Line Chaser.

Anoka Car Show Sat. May 22nd at 3:30 PM. This show is fo
cars 1972 and older. Harley needs a minimum of 7
volunteers to man the gates. All members should wear theif
blue Gopher State convention shirts. More info will be
available at Culvers show. Call Pete or Harley with
guestions. Car admission is $3, spectators free. Ofpcial sta
is 5 PM. We will distribute Ryers for All GM show that night.

Social committee

Ron reminded us of Degidios dinner this Sunday, April 18th.
Upcoming social events:

May 16th, 5PM, Outback Steakhouse, 1770 Beam Avenue,
Maplewood. RSVP by May 14th to Ron.

June 17th, 5PM, A & W Drive-In, 3006 Rice St., Little Canadg
for Back to the Fifties kick-off.

July 24th, 4:30PM, Jeanne SieliniOs, 5890 Hobe Lane, Whif
Bear Lake. We will have a picnic. Members bring a desser
or salad or other dish to share. Club will buy hamburgers,
brats and necessary condiments.
22nd. A motion to allow $150 for food was made and
passed. More info as needed will follow later.

Sept. 19th. A cruise is being planned to Amery, Wis. More
information later.

Pete Severson is in charge of a cruise to Hastings on
Saturday in May. See his article later in this newsletter.
Also remember the Spearbsh, SD trip Aug 24th-29th.
your hotel reservations if going.

Historian

new members. We have 19 club renewals so far so get you
dues in. He also distributed membership cards to anJ
members who have paid their dues. One member made &
generous donation along with renewing membership. An|
acknowledgment will be made in the newsletter.
By-laws:
presented. Motion passed.

Newsletter
Jody Anderson sent us some NIA information to be included

in our newsletter. A OSnapshot From NIA OfbceO would kedj

us updated on what is going on with them. He would like us
to consider an afpliation with NIA and not Eckler. NIA only

accepts Impalas and not all of our members have Impalas
Could we bnd out if we would need to strictly abide by their

rules? Discussion followed. Pat W. will make some calls to
Pnd out how the dual membership clubs work. We will table

any decisions until fall.

NEW BUSINESS

Budget: Jeanne presented a budget estimate. It shows
negative trend with more expenses than income. We have &
declining membership and need to somehow recruit new

\_

-

RSVP to Jeanne by JU

B

Don has businesss cards to advertise our club to prospectivg

Don suggested we accept the revised by-laws ak

4 members. Discussion followed on how to keep us in the\
red. No decisions yet.
We will continue our meetings at 7:00 PM at Christ the King
Church in New Brighton.
Stillwater has a Wednesday night cruise. We decided to plar
to be the featured car club one night and will check for
available nights.
Cool Deadwood Nights. Held in conjunction with Spearbsh
NIA Convention. Have to register separately for it if going.
There will be more information later about registering.
Nothing available yet.
Marv Wolf suggested cruising to Maynards in Excelsior ong
night. We are pretty full for now.
Jeanne reported an offer from WellsFargo of an ATM card.
We will not activate it.

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM.
the church.

Next meeting Sept 16th af

Respectfully submitted, Pat Wells, Secretary
From the Cruise Director, Pete Severson

Hi there Cruisers,

It's Pete and I'm going to take you on a cruise to Hastings on
Saturday May 29 with Gopher State Chevys. This will be the first
night this year so they might not have all the kinks out. Yes, it's
Memorial Day weekend, we are going to leave the Mermaid parking
lot on Highway 10 in Mounds View at 2:30 PM to secure prime
parking spaces. If anyone would like to join in on this adventure
give me a call at 763/229-6855.

Thanks, Pete

The calendar says May thus the cruising season is here, the weather
forecast is more conducive for cruising, although April had some
very nice weather for cruising. Also, last month was the official
month for renewal of your membership with Gopher State Chevys.
If you haven’t renewed your membership with Gopher State Chevys
for 2010, please remember that this year the dues are $20.00, the
same as last year. As part of the membership renewal process we
ask that you complete the membership information form with all
your current information including address, telephone number, car
information, e-mail address if you have one. This will ensure that all
information concerning Club activities will be able to be sent to
you. Thank you for taking the time to clean up this housekeeping
task. A membership application form is included with the
newsletter and it will be with the newsletter that is posted on the
Club website as it was in March and April. A big thank you to all of
you who have renewed and Gopher State Chevys would like to
extend a special thank you to Clayton Benish for his generous
donation to the Club.

We have received information about a Stillwater car show held on
Wednesday nights throughout the cruising season that is looking to
feature car clubs at their shows. Some info about this was in last
month’s newsletter. Pat talked with the person who sent us the info
and the dates that work best with the GSC cruise season schedule
are as follows: June 16, 23, 30; July 14; August 18, 25. We should
be able to discuss these dates at Culvers in Forest Lake May 13 to
see if there is a consensus as to which date may work for the
majority of Club members. These shows start fairly early, there will
be a roped off space for our cars, these shows are held in a park by
the St. Croix River. Butch and Nancy Haynes have been to these
shows in past years and they say the shows are good shows to
attend. So, let’s talk!

In the April, 2010 edition of the MSRA's “linechaser” there is a word
puzzle of car clubs A - H. Gopher State Chevys is one of the clubs
included in the puzzle. If you are a member of the MSRA, check
out the puzzle found on page 37 and see if you can find Gopher
State Chevys in the puzzle. It's there, you may have to study the

AN
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Gopher State Chevys
P. O. Box 120561 New Brighton, MN 55112

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
(Please Print) CHEVYS

Name Spouse

Address

City, State, Zip

Telephone Email

Year/Make/Model of car(s)

Number 1

Number 2

Number 3

Number 4

Annual dues are $20.00 payable each April 1. Make checks payable to Gopher State
and mail to the address above.

Something to ponder - what is the future of 1955 - 1972 Chevrolets in the collector car hobby?

Some of you may be wondering, as | have been, where this adventure with 1955 - 1972 Chevrolets will ultimately lead us.
After the lively discussion at the April GSC meeting about the future of the classic car hobby and reading Bob SnowdenOs
01958-72 ViewO in the April 2010 OChevy ClassicsO magazine entitled, OWhere Have All The Chevys Gone?O | thought it might
be appropriate to write a piece about the future of our 58 to 72 Chevys in an attempt to start a process which may aid us in
determining what the future holds.

Bob writes about Chevy Classic car shows of the past citing such examples as the 1981 Classic Chevy International show in
Dearborn, Michigan where 3,000 members gathered to see 757 Tri-Five Chevys on one show Peld, the 1994 Bow Tie and Late
Great Chevrolet Association show in Kansas City, MO, which was the brst event to feature 1955 - 1964 Chevys at the same
show. There were more than 100 trailered entries at this show, the largest number of trailered vehicles to be at a Chevy show.
His last example is the OlegendaryO 1999 show in Ventura, CA (no relation to our former governor) as a show that was well
attended. Then he says, OTo this day | have never seen these types of numbers, for this class of Chevys, at any given Chevy
show.O0 He states that the number of cars at Chevy shows has declined from 500 to 300 and now they are lucky to get 150 -
200 Chevys at the feature shows. Reasons given for most of the declining numbers range from, OIOm to old to show my ChevyO,
or Owith the economy the way it is | just canOt afford to show my carO, or Ol canOt afford to attend shows and miss work.O Bot
says these are all valid reasons but heOs convinced there are other factors involved. He wonders if Othe 1,000 point judging
validation and certibcates no longer hold the signibcance they once held?0 He wonders if they Ohave slipped in not providing
the type of Chevy show desired by their members?0®  So his question to us is: Oare Chevy Classic shows dying, or are they
dead?0 He further wonders, OAre Chevy enthusiasts going to sit back and let this great hobby gathering slip away?O He would
like to hear from members expressing their thoughts on this important developing trend.

As anyone can see from BobOs comments, Gopher State Chevys members are not the only ones wondering where the hobby is
headed. Given the chaotic economic situation we have been in for more than two years which has led to total chaos in the
automobile industry, where is the hobby going to be in bve years? There are a few signs the economy is very slowly turning
around, but itOs more than a little doubtful it will be a fast turn around, or, that we are indeed, presently in the recovery mode as
many a politician would have us believe. There are many factors which will determine how the hobby will survive. The most
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important is how many younger people will be attracted to the same classics that we are
attracted to. It seems that the younger group is more interested in the more Oappealing®
vehicles of the past, such as, Camaros, Chevelles, Novas, Corvettes; not the stodgy family
passenger cars such as Impalas, Bel Airs, Biscaynes, Caprices, etc. How many Camaros
and Chevelles have you seen with hydraulics that make cars do things they were never
engineered to do? And many of the smaller, more appealing cars, are equipped, or can be
equipped, with the same big block engines as the bigger cars have, or heaven forbid, build

a small block engine that can be more powerful than a big block. Look at a Late Great
Chevrolet, then look at a Chevelle or Camaro and you can see where the young blood is
headed. We bought and drove Late Greats when they were new and the connection for us
is to the past when we wore younger peopleOs clothes and were immortal. Now the cars
are bfty years old, plus or minus a few years, we were 18 - 24 when we were diving them

in the day and we want to be the same age now when we drive them. It ainOt happening
folks, sorry to say. So, how do we get the younger people interested? | donOt have any real
answers here, just posing the question so we might start to develop some ideas to get
young blood into the hobby.

ItOs interesting to note that the traditional American Big Three have, in an attempt to attract
more buyers, gone back to the future by once again producing cars with familiar names

from the past. You know what they are, some of you are driving current models of Impalas,

Malibus, Camaros, Mustangs, Challengers, Chargers, etc. How many four door Chargers
did you see in the 600s and 700s? | didnOt see any either. It didnOt work well for most of the
automakers with the possible exception of Ford and the retro Pony car. They did a good
job with it and you see many of them screaming down the road driven by young blondes
and grey haired mature people. Why didnOt it work well? Was it the economy or was it the
fact that young car buyers didnOt like to be linked with the old names of the past?

Gopher State Chevys has a link with EcklerOs for a national organization to be afbliated
with since EcklerOs bought out the Late Great Chevy Association that GSC was previously
afbliated with. Bob Snowden is the unifying force as he became the Late Great Chevy
brand manager at EcklerOs after being a part of Late Great Chevys for more than 25 years.
The relationship with EcklerOs is not what the relationship with Late Great Chevys was as
that type of relationship is not in the EcklerOs business model. Bob has attempted to keep
some aspects of Late Great Chevys but the clock is ticking there as Bob will not be at
EcklerOs forever. What will happen to the existing program for 1958 - 1972 Chevrolets
when Bob retires? This is the biggest concern our Club, and hobby, should have as this will
impact Gopher State Chevys and the hobby most signibcantly. Pat and | were at the NIA
Convention in Charlotte last year as was Bob and many other Late Great Chevy faithful.
More than once | attended a Convention function where Bob was telling people if you are
looking for the same, or a similar, environment as LGC, EcklerOs was not the place to be.
There are other national clubs out there to be afpliated with, all with differences from what
we are used to. The most notable organization is the National Impala Association which
we are familiar with as most of us know Jody Anderson fairly well, with some of us as
members of the NIA. There are some vast differences between the NIA and the LGC
Association, the largest being an association of full sized 1958 - 1970 Chevrolet cars, not
Chevelles, Camaros, Novas, Corvettes and trucks. 10m not sure if there is anything similar
to what we have known for the past twenty-bve years that would offer somewhat similar
kinds of amenities.  1tOs most probably a compromise situation that will work, but
determining what to compromise is not always easy, especially for an out-of-control
Government. And now that IOve mentioned the G word, what kind of support can we
expect from our government as we drive our non-environmentally friendly bfty year old
cars down the road. Ah, we are driving history, waiting for the museum to open and offer
us a windfall to get the cars off the roads and into the museum. But that kind of museum is
not for the living.

e

at www.gopherstatechevys.com Hope this somber piece is not to awful depressing, | canOt always put nothing but jokes in

You can bnd this newsletter at thethe Newsletter.

web site.

But after the April meeting, where many of these topics started coming
forth, | thought | would write a piece about what the future holds for the hobby, and
Gopher State Chevys, in an attempt to start some creative juices Rowing to at least start

The next GSC membership meeting isconsidering the ramibcations of a dilemma that is on our doorstep. The easiest solution
September 16, 2010 at Christ thewould be to sell the cars and say, as we hear so often at car shows, Ol used to own one just
King Lutheran Church, 1900 Seventh|ike that oneO. Hopefully, we wonOt do that. Please give this some thought and we can
Street NW, New Brighton at 7:30 PM. kick some ideas around during the cruising season. If you have some ideas to share with

GSC members email them to me and | will put your thoughts and ideas in the Newsletter
as | get them.
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BUTTERBURGERS ™

®

Classic Car Night

Drive a classic car in and receive a coupon for a discount on your food order.
Also a drawing to win 2 free value baskets.

Secon'd T'hu'rsday of each month
May b Sept. 2010
Thursday, May 13th From 5:30 b 8:30 PM

Culvers Restaurant
Forest Lake, MN



