
   Best wishes for a happy and prosperous New Year!

Gopher State Chevys
P. O. Box 120561   New Brighton, MN 55112

GOPHER STATE CHEVYS GAZETTE

 FROM THE PRESIDENTS CORNER

HAPPY NEW YEAR
2010 is past.  I hope everyone Þnds joy and  excitement while making 
plans for 2011.  After much discussion at  the December meeting, it 
was decided  not to host at Forest Lake Culvers next summer.  Instead 
we will  bring  back the club  cruise on the third Thursday each month 
and  start with the traditional  registration and cruise to A&W on Rice 
Street in preparation for Back to the Fifties.  The third  Thursdays of the 
months following  we would meet and cruise to an event or 
restaurant.  Have some suggestions?  Contact Ron Krueger, Social 
chair.

There was also mention of the All GM Show in June, the NIA event in 
Kalamazoo,  Michigan in July, the EcklerÕs Classic Chevy Show in 
SpringÞeld,  Missouri.  Another tentative event is the East Bethel show 
in July. 

Presently  the dual membership for National Impala Association and 
EcklerÕs Classic Chevy has been tabled. It will be visited again late 
2011.  We will  not make any changes at this time.  Insurance issues 
being  the largest contributor to our decision.   I  would like to 
encourage everyone to attend  both organizations events as 
participation is what will keep the classic car hobby alive.

Holiday Party planned for January.   Check in the social corner for time 
and  date. Thanks again to Ron Krueger for all his hard  work planning 
our events. 

I would also like to extend thanks to Harley Hanson for his time 
attending  all the extra meetings as our All GM representative.  I know 
it  takes a lot of dedication and  work to put  together the great All  GM 
Show we have been accustomed to starting our summer with.

  THANKS RON AND HARLEY!

It  was decided the January meeting  will be canceled as both the 
president (will  be in Florida) and  vice-president (will be in Arizona) 
will not be able to attend.  Next meeting will be held in February.

See You Down the Road     

 Denny

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 MINUTES OF THE GOPHER STATE CHEVYS 
DECEMBER 16, 2010 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

The December 16, 2010 meeting  of Gopher State Chevys 
was called to order at 7PM by president Denny West.! There 
were 6 board members and 10 additional members present.! 
The Secretary and treasurerÕs reports were read and 
accepted.
!
COMMITTEE REPORTS
!
CAR SHOWS:!  Harley reported that he attended a meeting 
of the All GM club last Monday, December 6.!  Some of the 
items discussed were the fact that some of the clubs were 
not communicating  well with their members.!  Also, Harley 
volunteered to use his tent for the All GM Show in June.! 
They discussed making  the open class all one class.!  There 
was some discussion about the 7,000 ßyers that need to be 
distributed.
Harley had no news about the East Bethel show.!  It was 
mentioned that Culvers in Forrest Lake would like to have 
us back again in the summer.
!
SOCIAL:!  Ron lead a discussion on our Holiday Party.!  He 
had several options to choose from, the members voted to 
go to GuldenÕs at 2999 Maplewood Dr, Maplewood, MN.! 
The date for this gathering is to be Sunday Jan 16th at 5PM.! 
If you would like to attend please give Ron a call at 651 488 
0807 before January 14th.!  A motion was made and carried 
that the club award each family of a member in good 
standing, $20 maximum, toward their meal at this event.
!
HISTORIAN:!Don reported that he has updated our website 
and encouraged members to check it out.! The issue of our 
joining the NIA was brought up.! It was decided to table this 
matter until we have more information on it.
!
NEWSLETTER:!  Norm presented a bill for $85.04 to cover 
the cost of publishing  the newsletter for the past year. He 
mentioned that advertising in the newsletter is free for 
members.!  So if you have a business you would like to 
advertise, send a card to Norm and it will be included on 
the cover of the newsletter.! 
We have received a bill for our insurance.!  There was some 
discussion about whether or not we need to have insurance 
since we arenÕt doing car shows.!  We decided to go ahead 
and pay the insurance premium to avoid any possible 
conßicts or problems in the future.
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rocket V-8.  In 1966 Olds produced GMÕs Þrst front 
wheel drive car, the Toronado.  By the time Olds was phased 
out in 2004 it had produced 35.2 million cars and was the 
oldest surviving American automobile marque, and GM 
killed it.  Go Figure.

As an aside, I recently read a review of GMÕs soon to be mass 
produced Chevy Volt.  If the GM board honestly thinks this so 
called automobile is going  to bring  back GMÕs glory days, 
they are smoking something a lot more potent than corn silk.

"How Long Have You Owned a Car?" !

I wonder what the odds are for this to happen - can you 
imagine what this car is worth now??? Can you imagine 
having  the same car for 82 years?!!! I guess it was no longer 
under warranty...

Mr. Allen Swift (SpringÞeld , MA.) received this 1928  Rolls-
Royce Picadilly P1 Roadster from his father, brand new - as a 
graduation gift in 1928.  He drove it up until his death last 
year.....at the age of 102!!!  He was the oldest living  owner of 
a car from new.! Just thought you'd like to see it.  He donated 
it to a SpringÞeld museum after his death. It has 170,000 
miles on it, still runs like a Swiss watch, dead silent at any 
speed and is in perfect cosmetic condition. (82 years)That's 
approximately 2000 miles per year...

NEW BUSINESS:

A check for $200 will be presented to Christ the King  Church 
as payment for our meeting room each month.!  Norm will 
give the check to the church.!  The issue of going to Culvers 
was reintroduced and some of the members said they would 
like to go to different places.! Harley will tell Culvers that we 
are not going to participate in their car shows in the coming 
year. Some of the ideas were to meet at the Machine Shed, 
going to Stillwater for their Wednesday Night Car show, 
along with several other venues mentioned.!  If you have an 
idea for a summer cruise please bring  it with you for the 
February meeting.!  It was decided to dispense with the 
January. meeting as many members will be out of town in 
January.! Our Next will be on February 17, 2011 at Christ the 
King Church.

Jeanne presented a review of our 2010 budget that showed 
that we broke even for the year.

It was mentioned that the World of Wheels show is to be held 
on Feb. 25-27 2011 if anyone is interested in going to that 
event.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25. Next meeting is February 
17 at 7PM at Christ the King Church in New Brighton.
Christmas cookies were provided by Sharon Kamholz for all 
to enjoy.
!
Respectfully submitted,
Sharon Kamholz, acting secretary

A Commentary:
by Ed Grieman, Past President

One of the car shows I attended last summer was the 
ÒOrphanÕs and Still MadeÓ sponsored by the North Star 
Chapter of the Studebaker Drivers Club.  The car that really 
caught my eye in the ÒOrphanÓ section was a gorgeous 1956 
two tone dark/light blue Olds 98  hardtop with a 324 cu.in. 
Rocket V-8 four barrel carburetor and dual exhausts.

After I Þnished Þlling out my ballot and sitting  down, I got to 
thinking about the missteps that let GM to consign one of the 
oldest and most famous automotive marques to the trash 
heap of history.  From the time in 1908, when GM bought 
Oldsmobile from Ramson E. Olds, Oldsmobile was at the 
forefront of innovation.  Olds pioneered the automobile in 
1901 with the famous tiller steered curved-dash Oldsmobile, 
as well as the moving  assembly line, erroneously credited by 
my tech school teachers to Henry Ford.  In 1938 Olds was 
the Þrst car to be equipped with GMÕs Þrst production 
automatic transmission, the Hydra-matic.  In 1948, along 
with Cadillac the Olds 98  received GMÕs Þrst new post-war 
body, with split curved windshield and wrap around rear 
window.  In 1949 came the short stroke 303 CID, 135 H.P. 

Several people have emailed this article to me, the last being  Cal 
and  Sharon Kamholz, so I can take a hint and  here it is for you to 
enjoy.   This is pretty amazing, I know I never got a car from my 
parents, let alone a Rolls Royce.  WhatÕs a fellow to do?   Would you 
keep  a car this long?  Maybe a big  block Mopar or a 62 SS.  But how 
many of us will live to see 102?

OMG! The weather is bad all over!!!!!!

I just got off the phone with friend living!in!northern!North Dakota 
near the Canadian border.  He said that since early this morning the 
snow has been nearly waist high and is still falling.  The temperature 
is dropping way below zero and the north wind is increasing to near 
gale force.  His wife has done nothing but look through the kitchen 
window and just stare.  He says that if it gets much worse, he may 
have to let her in.
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 IMPALA HISTORY CONTINUED
The 1960 models created a more conservative look than was 
seen on the 1959 models and were simply toned down a bit. 
Stylists and marketers realized that the Þn-and-chrome 
fashion had about run its course decided to shift direction, 
creating a more conservative face-lift. The effect was helped 
by reinstating three modestly sized round taillights on each 
side of the top-of-the-line Impala. Up front the nostril air 
intakes above the headlights were deleted completely. More 
abundantly chromed than Bel Airs or Biscaynes, Impalas 
found buyers more easily, with better than 490,000 built. 
Impalas displayed nonfunctional air-intake scoops, plus a 
white band running along  the rear fender. Four body styles 
vied for customers: Hardtop Sport Sedan, Sport Coupe, 
Convertible Coupe, and Four-Door Sedan. The Impala 
Convertible Coupe at $2,847 led the line.

Drivetrain choices were slightly reduced to seven V8s in 283- 
or 348-cubic-inch size. Top choice was the 348-cubic-inch 
Super Turbo-Thrust Special, breathing through triple two-
barrel carburetors and using 11.25:1 compression and dual 
exhausts to put out 335 horsepower. More modest versions of 
the 348  yielded 250 to 320 horses. The carbureted Turbo-Fire 
283-cubic-inch V-8  could have either 170 or 230 
horsepower. Fuel injection was no longer an option on full 
size Chevrolets.

Third generation (1961Ð1964)

Third generation

 1961 Chevrolet Impala Convertible Coupe

Production

1960Ð1964

Model Years

1961Ð1964

Assembly

Arlington, Texas

Body Styles

1 2-door convertible

2 2-door coupe

3 2-door hardtop

4 4-door hardtop

5 4-door sedan

6 4-door station wagon

Layout         FR layout

Platform      B-body

Engine(s)

1 230!cu!in (3.8!L) Turbo Thrift I6

2 283!cu!in (4.6!L) Turbo Fire V8

3 327!cu!in (5.4!L) Turbo Fire V8

  A WINTER   POEM 
!

It's !winter !in!Minnesota!
And !!the gentle breezes blow 

Seventy !miles an hour 
At !thirty-Þve below. !!

!
Oh, how I love!Minnesota!!!

When the snow's up to your butt 
You take a breath of winter 

And your nose gets frozen!shut. !!
!

Yes, the weather here is wonderful !!
So I guess I'll hang around

I could never leave!Minnesota
!!!Cuz I'm frozen to!the ground! !

Have a great winter day...

From Cal & Sharon Kamholz
 98%  OF!VISITORS SAY "OH !SHIT" BEFORE GOING IN THE DITCH 

O N A S L I P P E R Y R O A D . T H E O T H E R 2 % A R E 
FROM!MINNESOTA!AND THEY SAY, "HOLD MY BEER AND !WATCH !
THIS." !

JANUARY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

SUNDAY, JANUARY 16    
GSC Holiday Party, 5 PM, at GuldenÕs Restaurant, 2999 
Highway 61, Maplewood, Phone 651/482-0384.  We will be 
upstairs in the back room.  Please call Ron Krueger at 
651/488-0807 by January 14th so he can let GuldenÕs how 
many to prepare for.  The Club will reimburse each family of 
a member in good standing a maximum of $20 toward their 
meal at this event.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 20
Regular GSC General Membership meeting  canceled.  Next 
meeting will be February 17, same time, same place.
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  409!cu!in (6.7!L) W-series Turbo Thrust V8

  427 (7.0 L)Z11 V8 '63 only

Related

1 Chevrolet Bel Air

2 Chevrolet Biscayne

1961 Impala Hardtop Coupe
The Impala was restyled on the existing  GM B platform for 1961. The new body styling  was more trim 
and  boxy than the 1958Ð60 models. Sport Coupe models featured  a "bubbleback" roof line style for 
'61,  and a unique model, the 2-door pillared  sedan, was available for 1961 only. It was rarely ordered 
and  a scarce collectible today. The rare Super Sport (SS) option debuted  for 1961. This was also the 
last year the top station wagon model would bear the Nomad name.

The 1962 model featured new "C" pillar styling  for all models except the 4-door hardtop  "Sport 
Sedan." Sport Coupe models now featured the "convertible roof" styling, shared with other GM "B" 
full-size hardtop coupes. This style proved  extremely popular, and contributed to the desirability of 
the '62Ð'64 Impalas as collectibles. The "overhang" roof style of the sedans was replaced with a more 
attractive, wider "C" pillar with wraparound rear window. Engine choices for '62 settled down, the 
348-cubic-inch (5.7 L) V8 discontinued and replaced by the 340!brake horsepower (250 kW) 409-
cubic-inch (6.7 L), which could be ordered  with any transmission. The small-block 283  was enlarged 
to 327!cubic inches (5.4 L), which added  more engine choices for small-block fans.  The Beach Boys 
produced a hit single, "409," referring  to the Chevy, which became an iconic song  for these cars. 
Impalas again featured premium interior appointments, plusher seats, and more chrome trim outside, 
including  a full-width aluminum-and-chrome panel to house the triple-unit taillight  assembly. Super 
Sport  (SS) models featured that panel in a special engine-turned  aluminum, which was also used to Þll 
the side moldings, making  the SS more distinctive in appearance. Impala also gains the top  station 
wagon after the Chevrolet Nomad  is gone. Due to reliability problems, the optional Turboglide 
automatic transmission was discontinued, leaving Powerglide the only automatic transmission 
available until 1965.

1963 Impala SS Hardtop Sport Coupe
Among  collectors, the 1963 Impala is the most popular for its body style, though it was almost 
mechanically identical  to the 1962 model. The 1963 Impala's distinctive body style has crisp lines 
with pointed front and rear fenders which emphasize the long, low style of car design popular in the 
early 1960s. The rear taillight panel was aluminum, and  was surrounded by a chrome border with the 
engine-turned surface on SS models. Engine choice was similar to '62, with the small-block 283-
cubic-inch (4.6 L) and 327-cubic-inch (5.4 L) V8s the most popular choices. The Sport Sedan featured 
a new, creased roof line that proved popular.  A new "coved" instrument panel was good-looking, but 
replaced  the temperature gauge with "idiot lights" for hot and cold engine conditions. An optional 
factory tachometer was built into the dash, just above the steering  wheel. It was rarely ordered, but 
gave the Super Sport models an extra feel of sportiness.

For 1964, the Impala was slightly restyled, reverting  to a more rounded, softer look. The signature 
taillight  assembly had an "upside-down U" shaped  aluminum trim strip  above the taillights, but the 
lights themselves were surrounded by a body-colored  panel. The 409-cubic-inch (6.7 L) returned  as 
the big-block option, as well as the 4X2 carburetor setup  for the 400 and 425 horsepower motors. SS 
models  continued to feature the engine-turned  aluminum trim. Rooßines were carried over from '63 
unchanged. The 1964 model has been praised  by West Coast rap groups since the early 1990s, with 
endorsers such as Eazy-E, Dr. Dre, Skee-Lo and The Game among many others.

Right  hand drive cars were made at GM's Oshawa plant in Canada and  often shipped overseas in kit 
form for assembly in South Africa, Australia and  New Zealand. The RHD  cars!Ð Chevy or equivalent 
Pontiac (built on Chevrolet frames and  using  Chevy engines in Canada)Ð all used a RHD version of 
the LHD 1961 Pontiac dashboard.

DonÕt forget to visit the GSC web site at www.gopherstatechevys.com.  Don has it newly formatted  and looking  very nice.  HeÕs been hard  at 
work adding  pictures of Club events from past years.  You should take a look and see what you looked  like a few years ago.  You can also check 
out the rides from the past.   You can Þnd this newsletter at the web site. There will be no January GSC Membership  meeting, next meeting 
February 17 at 7 PM, same place, Christ the King Church, New Brighton.  The GSC Holiday Party is scheduled  for January 16, starting  at 5 PM, 
GuldenÕs Restaurant, 2999 Highway 61, Maplewood, phone 651/482-0384.  Ron needs to know how many people will be attending  by January 
14 so they can adequately prepare for this group.  Please call Ron Krueger at 651/488-0807 to let him know if you plan to attend  this annual 
function.  The Club will contribute $10 per member, maximum of $20.00, for the cost of the meal.

There is a factory in Northern Minnesota which makes the Tickle Me Elmo toys. The toy laughs when you tickle it  under the arms.  Lena is hired 
at  The Tickle Me Elmo factory and  she reports for her Þrst day promptly at  8:00 am.!  The next day at 8:45 am there is a knock at the Personnel 
Manager's  door. The Foreman throws open the door and  begins to rant about the new Employee.! He complains that she is incredibly slow and 
the whole line is backing  up, putting  the entire production line behind schedule.  The Personnel Manager decides he should see this for himself, 
so the 2 men march down to the factory ßoor. When they get there the line is so backed  up that there are Tickle Me Elmo's all over the factory 
ßoor and they're really  beginning  to pile  up.! At the end  of  the line stands Lena surrounded by mountains!of!Tickle Me Elmo's. She has a roll of 
plush Red fabric and a huge bag  of small marbles.!  The 2 men watch in amazement as she cuts a little piece of fabric, wraps it  around two 
marbles and  begins to carefully sew the little package between Elmo's legs.! The Personnel Manager bursts into laughter. After several minutes of 
hysterics he pulls himself together and approaches Lena ..!   'I'm sorry,' he says to her, barely able to keep a straight face, 'but I think you 
misunderstood the instructions I gave you yesterday....'  'Your job is to give Elmo 2 test tickles.Ó!
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Remember Big Al?  If not hereÕs something to jog your memory.    Below, the GSC Holiday Party at Tin Cups on Rice Street in St. Paul


